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Significant changes

ÅMarine action plan of the National strategy for 

biodiversity (November 2005)

ÅLaw on marine nature parks (April 2006) :

ïNew tool « marine nature park », objective 10 parks

ïNational agency for MPAs

ÅNational strategy for MPAs (Nov. 2007)

ÅCommitments Grenelle de la mer (July 2009) : 

ï2012 : 10% of MPAs (areas under French jurisdiction)

ï2020 : 20% of MPAs, 10% of « no take »
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French and European seas
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MPAs Agency

National public institution :

Administrative board : State, members of Parliament, local 

authorities, stakeholders, MPA managers

Objectives :

ïTo support marine protected areas public policies,

ïTo manage the human and financial resources dedicated to 

marine nature parks,

ïTo federate and help managers of marine protected area.

Staff and budget :

ï75 staff at present, 400 foreseen within 5 years

ï14Múfor 2009, 40Múforeseen with 10 parks set up
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Marine Nature Parks
ÅPrinciples :

ïNature conservation and development of human activities

ïGovernance adapted to the situation at sea

ïSet up by decree : limits, objectives, management committee

ÅPractically

ïManagement committee (State, local authorities, stakeholders) : 

ÅElaborates the management plan

ÅProposes regulations

ÅShould agree on activities harmful to the marine ecosystem

ïHuman and financial support by the MPAs agency :

ÅMonitoring (natural heritage, ecosystem, human activities)

ÅPolice

ÅProjects with stakeholders

ÅPublic awareness
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MPA strategy : method

ÅMainland : National consultative group, 

existing data, expertise

ï1st step : representation of what is at stake

ï2nd step : national working document outlining

ÅThe vision

ÅThe short term action

ï3rd step : local consultation on short term 

priorities, including regional strategies

ÅOverseas : application to each territories
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Natural heritage
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Ecosystems
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Uses and ressources
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Vision for the MPA network

ÅIntegration in the monitoring system of french waters and 

contribution to it

ÅRepresentativeness of habitats and species of special 

interest

ÅProtection of ecosystems with important ecological 

functions for biodiversity and for the management of 

natural ressources

ÅContribution to the sustainable development of human 

activities at sea

ÅContribution to integrated coastal zone management
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Short term strategy
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Actualised Strategy
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Changing scale : 
The Northern Brittany example
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Overseas (97% of the problem)
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French Guiana
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