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Natural England is here to conserve and 
enhance the natural environment, for its 
intrinsic value, the wellbeing and 
enjoyment of people and the economic 
prosperity that it brings 
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Foreword 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
natural environment - a year of huge 
achievement and considerable challenges. 

We marked the 60th anniversary of our National 
Parks and National Nature Reserves, our Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest and our Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty - cornerstones of 
the system that conserves our rich natural 
heritage today. 

A system bolstered by the creation of new South 
Downs National Park, a living, working 
landscape, rich in wild flowers and butterflies, all 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ нл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

And the declaration of a new National Nature 
Reserve on National Trust land on the Kinder 
Plateau in the Peak District. 

Parliament passed a long-awaited and much 
needed Marine Act and Coastal Access Act ς 
offering a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
restore our marine environment, and provide 
long-term security for all those whose 
livelihoods depend upon the sea. 

People in England are rightly proud of their 
natural environment, the wealth of wildlife and 
stunning landscapes. But the pressures of 
modern life mean we are often disconnected 
from the natural world.  We launched a 
campaign to get a million children outdoors ς 
this year alone we introduced nearly 350 000 
children to the wonders of our natural world 
and helped them understand how the 
countryside works.  
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2010 marks the International Year of 
Biodiversity. Our most important wildlife sites, 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest, are now in 
better condition than at any time since the 
network was created - thanks to the hard work 
of ngos and voluntary groups, farmers and land 
owners, and local communities.  65% of 
farmland is under an agri-environment 
agreement. And targeted conservation action 
means that many of our most threatened 
species and habitats are now recovering.  

This has also been a challenging year ς 
International targets to halt the loss of 
biodiversity will not be met; the Copenhagen 
Climate Change summit did not reach a clear 
consensus on how we will collectively deal with 
climate change and in England, as we have 
reported this year, species continue to be lost 
and natural habitats damaged and degraded.  

It is clear that the system of conservation that 
done so much in recent times is in danger of 
being overwhelmed by the mounting pressures 
of the 21st Century. And the true value of the 
natural environment too often remains hidden, 
the essential services it provides taken for 
granted ς the carbon stored; the water collected 
and filtered; the natural flood defences; the 
ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ 
local park. 

All of this means we need to change. So our 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ priorities for this year are to: 

¶ To work with partners and local 
communities to take forward our work 
to halt the loss of biodiversity and to 
restore our disjointed ecological 
networks on land so that nature is well-
placed to recover in the future. 
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¶ To work with the fishing industry and 
other marine users to create an 
ecological network across our seas more 
or less from scratch. 

¶ To work with farmers and land owners 
through environmental stewardship and 
the Campaign for the Farmed 
Environment so that they can produce 
more and impact less. 

¶ To develop new incentives and markets 
to reward those who care for the natural 
environment 

¶ And to bring the natural world to as 
many people as we can.  It is after all 
yours. 

 

Poul Christensen 

Chair,  
Natural England 

Dr Helen Phillips 

Chief Executive,  
Natural England 
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Outcome 1 

A healthy natural environment 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ
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Why we are doing it  
Â For the intrinsic value of the natural 

environment.  

Â Because landscapes and wildlife enrich 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ lives.  

Â For the services that healthy functioning 
ecosystems supply and for the economic 
prosperity they bring.  
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Highlights in our fourth year 

Â We have interim landscape objectives for all 
oŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ мрф /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀǎΦ 

Â We have reviewed the evidence base for all 
of our Landscape and Geodiversity work, 
and 10 new evidence projects have been 
completed or are underway, including 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭandscapes 
(CQuEL). 

Â We have led the implementation of the 
European Landscape Convention to 
strengthen protection, planning, 
management and enhancement. 

Â Our regional Landscape and Geodiversity 
partnerships have delivered at least 33 
projects, such as [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩ  

Â We have 4 approved positions on 
Landscape: an overarching Landscape 
Position, All Landscapes Matter, Future 
Landscapes and Protected Landscapes.  

Â We continue to discharge our statutory duty 
through our support for the establishment 
of a South Downs National Park Authority 
and consultation on the methodology for 
the proposed designation of the gap 
between the Lake District and Yorkshire 
Dales National Parks. 

Â We have agreed the format for a new 
Memorandum of Understanding for 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ос !ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
Beauty which will ensure these iconic 
landscapes meet the challenges of the 21st 
Century. 
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Â We have created 1,600 hectares of new 
Biodiversity Action Plan habitat and brought 
116,000 hectares of biodiversity priority 
habitat into favourable management 
through new Higher Level Stewardship 
agreements. 

Â Over 90% of Biodiversity Action Plan species 
for which Natural England has responsibility 
are meeting recovery plan objectives. 

Â We enabled farmers to create a further 
9,600 hectares of farmland bird through 
Environmental Stewardship ς more than 
ǘǿƛŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭΦ 

Â 93% of Sites of Special Scientific Interest area 
(over a million hectares) is now in favourable 
or recovering condition ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
target. 

 

Â We completed 7,485 Condition 
Assessments, ensuring that the evidence on 
SSSI status is better than it ever has been.  
This exceeds our previous annual 
achievement by 3,000. 

Â We have completed the formal consultation 
on 10 proposed new marine Natura 2000 
sites (8 Special Areas of Conservations and 2 
Special Protection Areas). 

Â Through the establishment of four regional 
projects, we have put in place a stakeholder-
led process to recommend Marine 
Conservation Zones; and we have 
contributed to the establishment of a 
Science Advisory Panel to support that 
process. 

 

 



11 11 

 

 Annual Review 2009/ 2010 

 

Possible Case Study 

Regional Geodiversity 
Partnerships ς making 
geodiversity part of the way 
we work and think 
Natural England is widenƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ƳŀƪŜǊǎΩ understanding and awareness of the 
UK-Geodiversity Action Plan by helping to 
establish Regional Geodiversity Partnerships in 
all of 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ, each reflecting differing 
regional priorities.  These partnerships are 
promoting best practice and increasing 
collaborative working on joint projects. 

This work is exemplified by the London 
Geodiversity tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ of the 
ά[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ report which highlights 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

places and aims to steer the development of 
policy ŀŎǊƻǎǎ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Boroughs.  The 
partnership launched the report at Gilbert Pit 
Site of Special Scientific Interest in October 2009 
with Professor Iain Stewart of the BBC series 
ΨIƻǿ 9ŀǊǘƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎΩ.  The launch provided an 
opportunity for children from nearby Thorntree 
Primary School to learn about the natural 
environment, past and present, as they sieved 
for fossil sharks teeth from a time when London 
was under the sea.   
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Possible Case Study 

Our Wind Farm Guidance ς 
integrating renewable energy 
and the natural environment 
Over the last year Natural England has 
developed clear guidance on how we will 
deliver our statutory advice on-shore wind 
energy development.      

We recognise that wind energy has a key role 
to play in delivering a low carbon economy, 
which is vital if we are to avoid the risk of 
dangerous climate change.  Wind energy can, 
however, cause significant adverse impacts on 
the natural environment and the enjoyment of 
our valued landscapes.   We are therefore 
committed to working proactively with 
developers to identify where wind energy can 

be deployed in ways which avoid significant 
impacts. 

Our guidance sets out 
the key factors we will 
consider when making a 
judgment on the degree 
to which the natural 
environment can 
accommodate wind 
energy.  Such an open 
and transparent 
approach will help 
developers identify 
locations where wind 
energy is less likely to cause significant 
impacts.  This will, in turn, reduce the risk of us 
objecting and so improve the decision-making 
process.   

In developing the guidance, we worked closely 
with the wind energy industry, as well as other 
statutory bodies, planners and non-
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governmental organisations.  As a result, there is 
a clear desire from all parties to deliver our 
statutory obligations for both renewable energy 
and the natural environment in an integrated 
manner, instead of trading one off against the 
other. 

 

Possible Case Study 

Protecting the New Forest - 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
Environmental Stewardship 
agreement 
tŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
promote nature conservation and protect 
biodiversity.  In the past year Natural England 
has maintained 116,000 hectares of biodiversity 

priority habitat through new Higher Level 
Stewardship agreements. 

A shining example of this is our work in the New 
Forest - one of the most important sites for 
wildlife in the UK and of exceptional importance 
for nature conservation in Europe.  As well as 
being a National Park, the majority of The New 
Forest is legally protected as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, Special Area of Conservation, 
Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site. 

In partnership with the Verderers (who protect 
and administer the New Forest's unique 
agricultural commoning practices), the New 
Forest National Park Authority, the Commoners 
Defence Association and the Forestry 
Commission, we have secured a ten-year £16 
million Higher Level Stewardship agreement.  
This covers 20,000ha of land comprising of a 
complex mosaic of wildlife habitats which 



14 

 

 Annual Review 2009/2010 

support an exceptional variety of plants and 
animals. 

.ȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 
and the European funding we administer, 
combined with the expertise and commitment 
of the partners to this agreement, we will create 
a lasting legacy for the New Forest.  This legacy 
will give sustainable benefits to local 
communities, wildlife, habitats and visitors and 
safeguard a viable future for commoning that 
lasts well beyond the life of the scheme.   
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Possible Case Study 

Net to Plate visits ς showing 
how a healthy marine 
environment and a profitable 
fishing fleet can co-exist  
Natural England has led on the establishment of 
Marine Protected Areas in English waters.  We 
have completed a formal consultation on 10 
proposed new European Marine Sites ς eight 
Special Areas of Conservation and two Special 
Protection Areas.  

Designation of Marine Protected Areas needs to 
ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ  άbŜǘ-to-
ǇƭŀǘŜέ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
better the perspectives of the fishing industry, 
and to explore the scope for sustainable 

fisheries with fishermen, auctioneers, 
merchants, processors in their home port.  

One such visit to Plymouth docks focussed on 
one of the largest and most efficient scalloping 
vessels in the UK fleet ς capable of landing 800 
sacks of scallops after 10 days fishing.  This 
showcased the hi-tech tools and electronic 
voyage logs that showed how a modern 30m 
ōƻŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
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valuable reef.  Our visits also highlighted 
άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ рл҈έ ƭŜŘ ōȅ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ 
which aims to modify fishing gear and reduce 
the level of discarded fish by 50%. This trial is 
showing how modifications can avoid catching 
vulnerable species so the marine environment 
benefits, the vessel remains viable and crews 
continue to make a living.  
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Outcome 2 

People are inspired to value and 
conserve the natural environment
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Why we are doing it 
Â Because everyone should have the 

opportunity to enjoy the natural 
environment. 

Â So that people are inspired by and engage 
with the natural environment and 
understand its importance to our survival. 

Â To galvanise people and communities to act 
to conserve and enhance the natural 
environment. 
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Highlights in our fourth year 

Â 347,539 children have participated in the 
ΨhƴŜ aƛƭƭƛƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ hǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 
since April 2009, including over 217,000 
children visiting farms involved through the 
Educational Access option of the Higher 
Level Environmental Stewardship scheme. 

Â ²Ŝ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 
Healthy Walks to 60,000 people. 

Â  We successfully developed a programme of 
outdoor learning activities for 400,000 
{Ŏƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
ƻŦ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ hǊŘƴŀƴŎŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣ ǘƻ 
benefit 750,000 11yr old school children. 

Â Since the launch of our Ψ.ƛƎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΩ 
to 20,000 primary schools across England in 
September, 25,260 children from 933 

schools joined the Big Wildlife Garden web 
site, and 842 schools are participating in our 
Big Wildlife Garden School of the Year 
competition. 

Â We awarded over £10 million of Access to 
Nature funding benefitting 150,911 children 
under 16 and 227,236 people from faith 
groups. 

Â Numbers of volunteers have increased by 
15% delivering over 198,000 hours of 
volunteering time in support of our nature 
conservation work. 

Â We have secured approval from the 
Secretary of State for our statutory Coastal 
Access Scheme, following extensive public 
consultation on its content.   
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Â We published the agreed recommendations 
of the Stakeholder Working Group that we 
established to review law and procedures 
relating to unrecorded rights of way.  

Â We improved visitor facilities and services at 
13 of our most highly visited National Nature 
Reserves and plans are in place for upgrades 
at a further 12 reserves in 2010/11. 
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Possible Case study 

ά²ƛƭŘǎǇŀŎŜέ - a resource for 

the communities of East 

London  

²ƛƭŘǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
work to combine agri-environment funding with 
advice and partnership building.  The Wildspace 
partnership brings together Natural England, 
Havering Council, RSPB, London Thames 
Gateway Development Corporation, the 
Environment Agency and Veolia.  It is centred on 
1,500 hectares of the Inner Thames Marshes 
Site of Special Scientific Interest and linked to 
the economic regeneration of the Thames 
Gateway. 

In 2009 Natural England brokered a 25 year 

lease between Havering Council and the RSPB to 
improve the management of the Rainham 
Marshes including two Higher Level Stewardship 
agreements covering 255 hectares of Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest.  As a result, local 
residents will see cattle grazing parts of Rainham 
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Marshes for the first time since the 1945 and a 
ΨǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
established in conjunction with the local 
community. 

As well as helping deliver a key government 
target to get 95% of the area of Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest into favourable or recovering 
condition, Wildspace is at the same time 
ensuring green infrastructure is integrated into 
new development.  This is making a contribution 
to the health and wellbeing of local people.  

 

Possible Case Study 

National Nature Reserves ς 

supporting wildlife and 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ 

appreciation of the natural 

environment 

National Nature Reserves represent the best 
natural heritage sites in England and include the 
full range of habitats ς coastal, woodland, 
grassland, heath, fen and open water. 

Of the 224 National Nature Reserves Natural 
England manages over half, covering 64,500 
hectares - more than two thirds of the total 
area. National Nature Reserves play an 
important part in providing vital habitat for 
EnglandΩs rarest plants and animals.  Places like 
Paston Great Barn which is one of the few UK 
sites for the Barbastelle bat; and Roudsea Wood, 
which is a stronghold for the endangered Hazel 
Dormouse. As well as providing these habitats 
National Nature Reserves are also central to 
providing facilities for the understanding and 
enjoyment of the natural environment.  
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άWelcome to the Wildsideέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
community-based project, part-funded by the 
IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƻǘǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘ 
nature at three National Nature Reserves in 
Kent. 

More than 60 events have already attracted 
over 1,500 people who would not normally have 
visited the nature reserves, including ethnic 
minority groups, disabled people, the young and 
the elderly, and those from deprived 
communities.   Together with local schools we 
have produced three education packs for 
children in Key Stage 2.  This is helping us to 
realise the educational potential of our reserves 
and is contributing to our long term target to 
give one million children a learning experience in 
the natural environment.    
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Outcome 3 

Sustainable use of the natural environment 
The use and management of the environment is more sustainable


