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Natural England is here to conserve and
enhance the natural environment, for Its
Intrinsic value, the wellbeing and
enjoyment of people and the economic
prosperity that it brings
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Foreword

¢CKA&a @SFNJKIFa 0SSy | Lrgriamdntpassed & IddyvFiteddadInycH f || Y RQa
natural environment a year of huge needed Marine Act and Coastal AccesscAct
achievement anadonsiderable challenges. offering a once in a lifetime opportunity to

restore our marine environment, and provide
longterm seairity for all those whose
livelihoods depend upon the sea.

We marked the 68 anniversary of our National
Parks and National Nature Reserves, our Sites of
Special Scientific Interest and our Areas of

Outstanding Natural Beautycornerstones of People in England are rightly proud of their
the system that conserves our rich natural natural environment, the wealth of wildlife and
heritage today. stunning landscapes. But the pressures of

Asystem bolstered by the creation of new South modern life mean we are often disconnected

Downs National Park, a living, working from th.e natural Wmld.' .We Igunched a

landscape, rich in wild flowers and butterflies, alll campaign togeta r_mlhon children outdoars

GAGKAY +Fy K2dNDa N} g flisyegra V}S*é"?\n'g”ﬂdﬁce“’?aﬂyt?’?o;\o%ooy LIS 2 L.
children to the wonders of our natural wor

Andthe declaration of a new National Nature and helped them understand how the

Resere on National Trust land on the Kinder countryside works.
Plateau in thé?eakDistrict.
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2010 marks the International Year of
Biodivesity. Our most important wildlife sites,
Sites of Special Scientific Interest, are now in
better condition than at any time since the
network was createdthanks to the hard work
of ngos and voluntary groups, farmers and land
owners, and local communitie$5% of
farmland is under an agenvironment
agreement. And targeted conservation action
means that many of our most threatened
species and habitats are now recovering.

This has also been a challenging year
International targets to halt the loss of
biodiversity will not be met; the Copenhagen
Climate Change summit did not reach a clear
consensus on how we will collectively deal with
climate change and in England, as we have
reported this year, species continue to be lost
and natural habitats damagechd degraded.
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It is clear that the system of conservation that
done so much in recent times is in danger of
being overwhelmed by the mounting pressures
of the 27" Century And the true value of the
natural environment too often remains hidden,
the essential services it provides taken for
grantedc the carbon stored; the water collected
and filtered; the natural flood defences; the
022al0 G2 LIS2LX SQa
local park.

All of this means we need to change. So our
b I G dzNJ f pribnfies fot tyisR&adare to:

1 To work with partners and local
communities to take forward our work
to halt the loss of biodiversity and to
restore our disjointed ecological
networks on land so that nature is well
placed to recover in the future.
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To wok with the fishing industry and
other marine users to create an
ecological network across our seas more
or less from scratch.

To work with farmers and land owners
through environmental stewardship and
the Campaign for the Farmed
Environment so that they cgproduce
more and impact less.

To develop new incentives and markets
to reward those who care for the natural
environment

And to bring the natural world to as
many people as we catit is after all
yours.

Poul Christensen

Chair,
Natural England
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Dr Helen Phillips

Chief Executive,
Natural England



Outcome 1

A healthy natural environment
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Why weare doing it

A

p>>)

p>>)

For theintrinsic value of the natural
environment.

Because landscapes and wildlife enrich
LIS 2 LifeS Q &

For the services that healthy functioning
ecosystems supply and for the economic
prosperity they bring.
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Landscape: an overarching Landscape

Highlights in our fourth year A We have 4 approved positions on

A

A

>

We have interimandscape objectives for all Position, All Landscapes Matter, Future

of 9y 3AflyRQa wmpdg / KI NI OliafdsdapedsBd Péotcted Landscapes.
We have reviewed the evidence base for all A We continte to discharge our statutory duty
of our Landscape and Geodiversity work, through our support for the establishment
and 10newevidence projectbave been of a South Downs National Park Authority
completed orare underwayincluding andconsultation on the methodology for
Y2YAG2NAY 3 OKlayisképas A Y Qhé AropbsgdRi€sination of the gap
(CQUEL) between the Lake District and Yorkshire

We have led the implementation of the Dales National Parks.

European Landscape Convention A We have agreed the format for a new
strengthen protection, planng, Memorandum of Understanding for
management and enhancement. 9y 3t yRQa oc ! NBla 27

Cur regional Landscape and Geodiversity :Bez;uty which will ehnsu;]e ltlhese ICO][]II: Ssio1
partnerships have delivereat least33 andscapes meet the challenges of t

projects,suchag 2y R2y Qa Ayy 2 dl (P 5 2 NJ
YR NBLER2NIa&a 2y W[ 2yR2yQa C2dzyRIGA2yaQ I yR
W2y R2yQa [l YyRaOILIS CNIYSg2N]Q
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A We have created,600hectaresof new
BiodiversityAction Plan habitat andbrought
116,000hectaresof biodiversity priority
habitatinto favourable management
throughnew HgherLevel Sewardship
agreements.

>

Over 904 of BodiversityAction Plan species
for which Natural England hassponsibility
are meetingecovery plan objectives

>

We enabled farmers to create a further
9,600 hectares of farmland bird through
Environmental Stewardshipmore than
GgA0S tFad &SINRa

>

AN ¥ oA A ~

target

93%o0f Stes of ecial Scientifilnterestarea
(over a million hectares$ now in favourable

>

>

>

We completed 7,485 Condition
Assessments, ensuring that the evidence on
SSSI status is better than it ever has been.
This exceeds our previous annual
achievement by 3,000.

We havecompleted the formal consultation
on 10 proposed newnarine Natura 2000
sites (8 PecialAreas of Conservatiorend 2
SoecialProtection Areas).

Through the establishment of four regional
projects, we have put in place a stakeholder
led process to recomnmel Marine

G 2 (I tConservation Zoneandwe have

contributed to the establishment &t
Science Advisory Partelsupport that

i KARCEE | ND &
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PossibleCase Study

Regional Geodiversity
Partnershipsg making
geodiversity part of the way
we work and think

Natural Englanéswidem y" 3
Y| 1 SuhdBr€anding and awareness of the
UkGedliversity Action Plaby helpingo
establish Regional Geodiversity Partnerships in
allof9 y 3t I y R Ceach nefledirlg Aiffedng
regional priorities These partnerships are
promotingbest practiceandincreasing
colaborative working orjoint projects.

This work is exemplified by the London
Geodiversity | NIy S NE K A bitha

az2zyYyS 2F [2YyR2yQa
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Y2a0 AYLRNIIF y

places an@ims to steethe development of
policyl ONZ & & HoBugR Fhé Q a
partnership launched the report &ilbert Pit
Ste of YecialSientificinterestin October 2009
with Professor lain Stewart tdie BBC series
Wl 246 9 NI Khe MunébBviddziaf
opportunity forchildren from nearbylhorntree
Primary Schoolto learn about the natural
envirgRMeNiPgstansi presents theysieved
for fossil sharks teeth from a time when London
was under thesea.

| LONDON
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PossibleCase Study

Our Wind Farm Guidanoce
Integratingrenewable energy
and the natural environment

Over the last year Natural England has
developed clear guidance on how we will
deliver our statutory advice eshore wind
energy development.

We recognise that wind energy has a key role
to play in delivering a low carbon economy,
which is vital if weare to avoid the risk of
dangerous climate change. Wind energy can,
however, cause significant adverse impacts on
the natural environment and the enjoyment of
our valued landscapes. We are therefore
committed to working proactively with
developers todentify where wind energy can

be deployed in ways which avoid significant
impacts.

Our guidance sets out
the key factors we will
consider when making a
judgment on the degree
to which the natural
environment can
accommodate wind
energy. Such an open
andtransparent
approach will help
developers identify
locations where wind
energy is less likely to cause significant
impacts. This will, in turn, reduce the risk of us
objecting and so improve the decisiomaking
process.

ryside Agency  Photo: Andy Tryner  03-2565

In developing the guidance, we vied closely
with the wind energy industry, as well as other
statutory bodies, planners and nen
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governmental organisations. As a result, there is  priority habitat through new Higher Level
a clear desire from all parties to deliver our Stewardship agreements.

statutory obligations for both renewable energy
and the naturaenvironment in an integrated
manner, instead of trading one off against the

A shiningexample of this is our work in the New
Forest- one of the most important sites for
wildlife in the UK and of exceptional importance

other. for nature conservation in Europe. As well as
being a National Park, the majority of The New
Forest is legally protecteat a Site of Special

PossibleCase Stu dy Scientific Interest, Special Area of Conservation,
Special Protection Area and Ramsar Site.

Protectlng the New Forest In partnership with the Verderers (who protect

oy 3at Iy ROa . A 33 S andgdminister the New Forest's unique

agricultural commoning practices), the New

Environmental Stewardshlp Forest NationbPark Authority, the Commoners
ag reement Defence Association and the Forestry

) ] _Commission, we have secured a4grar £16
tENI 2F bl ddNIt 9y 3ty Rfidn I—@ﬁeNLEvel'—Sl@%%ld%@ Syredniént U 2
promote nature conservation and protect This cover&0,000ha of land comprising of a
biodiversity. In the past ye&atural England compkx mosaic of wildlife habitatshich

has maintained.16,000nhectares of biodiversity
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support an gceptional variety of plants and
animals.

. @ ONRY3IAYA (G23ASGKSNJI bl (dzNT €
and the European funding we administer

combinedwith the expertise ad commitment

of the partners tahis agreemeniwe will create

a lasting legacy for the New ForeSthislegacy

will give sustainable benefits tocal

communities, wildlife, habitats and visitoasd

safeguard a viable future for commoning that

lasts well beyond the life of the scheme.
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PossibleCase Study

Net to Plate visitg showing
how a healthy marine
environment and a profitable
fishing fleetcan ceexid

Natural England has led on the establishment of
Marine Protected Areas in English waters. We

e ~ =
e o e - - =

have completed a formal consultation on 10 @ Cowride iy Pk e Low.
proposed new European Marine Sitesight fisheries withfishermen, auctioneers,
Spedal Areas of Conservation and two Special merchants, processors in their home port.

Protection Areas. One such visit to Plymouth docks focussed on

Designation of Marine Protected Areas needsto  one of the largest and most efficient scalloping
0S I O02YLI yYyASR o0& +odza lvasselsmitie OK fleet; dafablg’ d lending®aD S (i

LIX I 0S¢ @AraArida | NB | 3 NBacks ofsdalbops aferND dins fishirgy. Tdiy' R S NE
better the perspectives of the fishing industry showcased the Hiech tools and electronic
and to explore the scopir sustainable voyage logs that showed how a modern 30m

021G Aa OlFLIofS 2F WLINB
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valuable reef.Our visits also ghlighted

Gt Ne2SOUG pmr:é SR o8
which aims to modify fishing gear and reduce
the level of discarded fish by 50%. This trial is
showing how modifications can avoid catching
vulnerable species so the marine environment
benefits, the vessekmains viable and crews
continue to make a living.

{2dz20KgSai
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Qutcome 2
People are inspired tealue and

conservethe natural environment



Why we are doing it

A

>

>

Because everyone should have the
opportunity to enjoy thenatural
environment.

So that people are inspired by and engage
with the natural environment and
understand itSmportance to our survival.

To galvanise people and communities to act
to conserve and enhance the natural
environment.
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site, and842 schools are participating in our
347,53%children have participated in the Big Wildlife Garden School of the Year
WhyS aAfftAzy [/ KAf RNBY homp&itb®a NEQ LINBINI YYS

sinceApril 2009 including ovel17,000 A We awardedbver£10million of Access to

géildrer_l visilti;:g farms in_volv?d hthrlg)yghh the Naturefunding benefitting 150,911 children
ucational Access option oi the Higher under 16 and 227,236eople fromfaith
Level Environmental Stewardship scheme.

groups
28 adz00Saa¥dA t e zy Kéf\lﬁmb lé’ é%abﬁ(]
| St GK { SNBAOSQ ra)\ 1K LNl %Z SNB R
Healthy Walks to 60,000 people. volunteerlng tlme in support of our nature
We successily developeda programme of conservation work.
outdoor learning activitiefor 400,000 A
I

9 A - . ve.s cur d roval from the
{O2dzua FyR [/ dzo a& IyR t e rsEatgﬁi IEIS
2F [ YyRaAOILISQZ gAGK h N&gces em §X§e ivelh I|c
benefit 750,000 11yr old school children. consultation on |ts content

Sincethelaunchofo$. A3 2 Af Rt AFTS DI NRSyYyQ
to 20,000 primay schoolsacross England in
September25,260 children from 933
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We published the agreed recommendations
of the Stakeholder Working Group that we
established to reviewaw and procedures
relating to unrecorded rights of way.

We improved isitor facilities and services at
13 of our most highly visitetllational Nature
Reserves andigns are in place for upgrades
at a further 2 reservesn 2010/11.
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In 2009 Natural England brokered a 25 year

PossibleCase study
G2 Af R&aHesOusce for
the communities of East

London

2 Af RALI OS A& +Fy SEI YLX 38
work to combine agfenvironment funding with :
advice and partnershipuilding The Wildspace
partnershipbrings togetheNaturalEngland,

Havering Council, RSPB, London Thames ' i - ;
Gateway Development Corporation, the lease between Haverlng Councn and the RSPB to

Environment Agency and Veolia. Itis centred on improve the management of the Rainham
1,500 hectares of the Inner Thames Marshes Marshes including two Higher Level Stewardship
Siteof Special Scientific Intereshd linked to agreements covering 255 hectares @S of
the economic regeneration ohe Thames SecialSientific Interest  As a result, local
Gateway. residents will see cattle grazing parts of Rainham
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Marshes for the first time since the 194fd a

Wgl f1AYy3 F2NJ KSFEGKQ A
established in conjunction with the local
community.

As well as élpingdeliver a key government
target to get 95% of the area of Sites of Special
Scientific Interest into favourable or recovering
condition, Wildspace iat the same time
ensuring green infrastructure istegrated into
new development. This is making a cdmition
to the health and wellbeing of local people.

PossibleCase Study

National Nature Reserves
supporting wildlife and

AYONBFaAAYy3d LIS2L

reciation of

)\pp)\ FUADS Fhae noagusrel
environment

National Nature Reserves represent the best
natural heritage sites iknglandand includethe
full range of habitatg coastal, woodland,
grasslad, heath, fen and open water.

Of the224 National Nature Reservisiatural
Englandnanagesover half,covering64,500
hectares- more than two thirds othe total
area.NationalNature Reserves play an
important part in providing vital habitat for
Englan@rarest plants and animaldaces like
Paston Great Banwhich isone of the few UK
sites for the Barbastelle bgand Roudsea Wood,
which is a stronghold fdhe endangeredazel
Dormouse As well as providing these habitats
tional Nafure Reserves are also central to
ovSn@fa ties for the understanding and
enjoyment of the natural environment.
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AWelcome tothe Wildside A& |y SEOAGAY 3

communitybased project, parfunded by the

| SNAGEFAS [20GSNEx G2 3ISO LIS2LX S WKIYRa 2yQ gAl
nature at three National Nature Reserves in

Kent.

More than 60 events have already attracted
over 1,500 people who would not normally have
visited the nature reserves, including ethnic
minority groups, disabled people, the young and
the elderly, and those from deprived
communities. Together with local schools we
have produced three education packs fo
children in Key Stage 2. This is helping us to
realise the educational potential of our reserves
and is contributing to our long term target to
give one million children a learning experience in
the natural environment.
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Outcome 3
Sustainableuse of the natural environment

The use and management of the environment is more sustainable




