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Marine Bill Marine Bill 
Now!Now!

Marine Bill in this Marine Bill in this 
yearyear’’s Queens Queen’’s Speechs Speech

concern about slow concern about slow 
progressprogress

pleased to see work so pleased to see work so 
farfar





LinkLink’’s Bottom Lines Bottom Line

The Marine Bill will have failed if it The Marine Bill will have failed if it 
does not provide for the does not provide for the 

designation of a network of designation of a network of MPAsMPAs 
to protect our nationally important to protect our nationally important 
biodiversity, including some areas biodiversity, including some areas 

that are highly protectedthat are highly protected



Positives

purposes for purposes for MCZsMCZs

recognition of need for new mechanismrecognition of need for new mechanism

commitment to networkcommitment to network

inclusion of highly protected sitesinclusion of highly protected sites



Negatives

lack of ambition in tonelack of ambition in tone

““balancingbalancing”” ecological, social and economicecological, social and economic

lack of ambition in timetablelack of ambition in timetable



Negatives

piecemeal management frameworkpiecemeal management framework

could it achieve a highly protected site?could it achieve a highly protected site?

weak designation processweak designation process



Link recommends - designation

duty on duty on SNCAsSNCAs to to 

designate sitesdesignate sites

duty on Government to duty on Government to 

designate networkdesignate network



Link recommends - management

including highly protected sitesincluding highly protected sites

SNCA given the overviewSNCA given the overview

strong system of managementstrong system of management



NEXT STEPS

IIntroducentroduce Marine BillMarine Bill

LLocateocate ssuitableuitable areasareas

Strengthen MCZ proposalsStrengthen MCZ proposals



Further information

For more information on Link’s marine campaign 
please log on to our website www.wcl.org.uk or 

contact Joanna on 020 7820 8600 or 
Joanna@wcl.org.uk

http://www.wcl.org.uk/
mailto:Joanna@wcl.org.uk

	MPA provisions in the Marine Bill: perspectives from Wildlife and Countryside Link
	Overview
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Marine Bill Now!
	Slide Number 6
	Link’s Bottom Line
	Positives
	Negatives
	Negatives
	Link recommends - designation
	Link recommends - management
	NEXT STEPS
	Further information

